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INFLUENZA MORTALITY IN THE PROVINCE OF SASKATCH- 
EWAN, CANADA. 

While the final report covering the influenza epidemic in the 
Province of Saskatchewan, Canada, has not yet been completed by 
the registrar of vital statistics of that Province, some interesting 
preliminary mortality figures are given covering the epidemic period, 
September, 1918-March, 1919. (The population of this Province is 
roughly estimated to be 675,000.) 

The deaths as reported by months were as follows: September, 
1; October, 352; November, 1,561; December, 1,110; January, 638; 
February, 340; March, 320; making a total of 4,322, which is a higher 
figure than that representing Saskatchewan's loss in the war. 

In tabulating the deaths by age periods, the period showing the 
greatest number of deaths is that from 20 to 29 years, in which 1,360 
deaths occurred, 31.4 per cent of the total deaths; in the next highest 
age period, 30-39 years, 1,180 deaths occurred, or 27.3 per cent of the 
total. 

Considering the deaths from the standpoint of occupations, in 
this Province most deaths occurred among the farmers, the number 
of deaths being 999. The next highest figure in this classification 
is that representing the deaths among domestics and housewives, 
which reached 989. 

An interesting series of tables classifies influenza in two divisions: 
First, cases where the epidemic was primary, that is, where death 
occuned owing to complications following influenza; and second, 
cases where influenza followed some other disease. Where influenza 
was primary, 3,263 deaths occurred — 75 per cent of the total 
deaths. In this connection pneumonia was by far the most fatal 
complication, 2,479 deaths being recorded. When influenza was 
secondary there were only 183 deaths, and of these 67 followed 
pneumonia, showing clearly that pneumonia was the most dangerous 
complication, whether primary or secondary. 

ft* is noted that in spite of a quite general alarm on this account 
there were only 14 cases of death in pregnancy from influenza, although 
in cases where pregnancy was primary there were 35 deaths from 
influenza. 

There were 876 deaths where influenza was given as the only 
cause. 
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The deaths in cities were 1,159; in 75 towns, 496; in 300 vil- 
lages, 426; making a total of 2,081 of urban fatalities. In the re- 
mainder of the Province there were 2,241 deaths. Of the towns 
there were only 14 which reported no deaths, indicative of the 
widespread prevalence of the disease. It was least fatal in villages, 
of which 201 reported no deaths, while out of 315 rural municipalities 
24 escaped. 

A chart prepared to show the duration of the cases, on which the 
record of 3,061 cases is given, indicates that the disease was par- 
ticularly fatal up to the fourteenth day, and that the crisis occurred, 
on the seventh and tenth days, on which days the greatest number of 
deaths took place. After the fourteenth day the number of deaths 
decreased very rapidly. It may be mentioned that the registrar 
learns only of the fatal cases, and that "duration of a case" means 
the time from the date of the first attack until the date of death. 



INFLUENZA IN THREE CHICAGO GROUPS. 1 

By Edwin O. Jordan, Consultant Bacteriologist, United States Public Health Serv- 
ice, and Dudley B. Reed and E. B. Fink. 

Opportunity was afforded the authors for the study of influenza 
prevalence in three different population groups in the city of Chicago: 

(1) The Student Army Training Corps at the University of Chicago; 

(2) the high and elementary schools of the University of Chicago; 

(3) the Chicago Telephone Co. These several groups are quite dis- 
tinct as regards age, degree and nature of association of the individ- 
uals within each group, and general opportunities for exposure to 
infection. So far as known there was no point of contact between 
the groups. 

I. THE STUDENT ARMY TRAINING CORPS. 2 

In October, 1918, influenza broke out in a group of the Student 
Army Training Corps at the University of Chicago. This group, 
known as section B, comprised 234 men, nearly all about 20 to 22 
years of age, coming mostly from small cities, towns, and rural dis- 
tricts in Illinois. They were housed in five different places— remod- 
eled houses and apartment buildings. The number of occupants to 
a room varied somewhat, being usually about four to eight. Although 
sleeping in five separate buildings, they were all closely associated in 
their technical class work and at meals. The men for the most part 
came directly from their homes, arriving in Chicago October 15 and 
16. Three ef the men were ill on their arrival, in two cases with 

i Influenza investigations, United States Public Health Service. 
2 By Edwin 0. Jordan and Dudley B. Reed. 



